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Name/Date:

Historical Thinking Cover Story
Reference:  Various library and Internet Resources

Scenario:  You are all historical writers who are trying to get a job in the historical journalism field with a magazine such as Time or National Geographic.  A new Magazine start up called 20th Century Comes Alive is looking for submissions for the cover story of their first publication. The problem is there are limited jobs and most of the major events of the 20th Century have been covered numerous times.  In order to land a job you need to capture the attention of the magazine editors with an interesting topic that is investigated and presented in an eye catching manner and is clear and concise for the reader. You must showcase your ability to clearly explain a topic and incorporate primary and secondary sources as evidence of your research. 
Task:  You will create an informative mockup for a magazine article that you will present to your editor that discusses your topic and displays the key elements of your story.  Your article must incorporate visual elements and reference both primary and secondary sources.  Remember you want to hold your reader’s interest and provide elements that balance key information with attention grabbing elements that will make your magazine stand out from the competition.  

Being a news based magazine you will want to be sure to include information on the 5Ws (and an S):
1. Who 

2. What 

3. Where

4. When 
5. How
6. Why

7. Significance/ Legacy (this is important as you must justify your topics importance in the 20th Century)

Remember, diagrams pictures, images, maps and statistics are valuable in capturing a reader’s attention and getting your message across.

As this is a news magazine you must ensure all of your research information is cited and a proper bibliography is provided with your article.  Your Bibliography must be in MLA style.

Topics:

Apartheid in South Africa

Civil Rights Movement 
Independence in India

Decolonization in Africa

Communism in South America
Fall of the Soviet Union

Post World War II Genocide

Marking Scheme

	CRITERIA
	Level 0

(0 - 49%)


	Level 1 

(50 – 59%)
	Level 2

(60 – 69%)
	Level 3

(70 – 79%)
	Level 4

(80 – 100%)

	Knowledge/

Understanding


	Research demonstrates insufficient knowledge and accuracy
	Research demonstrates limited knowledge and accuracy
	Research demonstrates some knowledge and accuracy


	Research demonstrates considerable knowledge and accuracy
	Research demonstrates thorough knowledge and accuracy



	Thinking / Inquiry


	Information has not been organized in an effective manner 
	Information has been organized in a limited manner
	Information has been organized in a somewhat effective manner
	Information has been organized in an effective manner
	Information has been organized in a highly effective manner

	Clear expression of ideas


	Many spelling or grammar errors

displays inadequate or incorrect appropriate skills
	Several spelling or grammar errors

displays inconsistent or inappropriate skills
	Some spelling or grammar errors

displays consistent skills (mapping, labeling)
	Few spelling or grammar errors

displays very good appropriate skills (mapping, labeling)
	No spelling or grammar errors

displays excellent and appropriate skills (mapping, labelling)

	Overall impact and creativity
	No effort in presentation is shown; there are no visuals to accompany the text; there is no appeal to the eye.
	Limited effort in presentation is shown; visuals and texts do not match each other in quality; limited innovation and appeal to the eye.
	Visuals and texts are clear though their connection may not be obvious to the audience; design may show a hint of the unusual or innovative.
	Effort and thoughtful preparation clearly shown with elements of innovation in the caption or in the visual components.


	The combination of visuals and text make for an eye-catching design with powerful impact.



	References
	No references or inconsistent and/or improper formatting
	Unclear references and formatting; not linked to specific details and/or information.

No effort at multiple sources
	Clear references, inconsistent formatting.

More than one source used.  Attempts to link to specific information.
	Clear references and proper formatting.

Multiple sources with links to specific information 
	Clear references and proper formatting; multiple sources used with links to specific information.

A variety of media and information sources used.


This is the overview of your topic.





This a description of the events and outcome of your topic used.





Your topics cause and effect.








