DOCUMENT ANALYSIS QUESTIONS

SCORING RUBRIC

Listed below are the characteristics of a good answer to a document question, with the best on the left and the worst on the right.  You want to make sure that you answer has all the characteristics in the left hand column.
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	Excellent

Clear thesis

All sides of the problem addressed

Full range of available evidence used

Good use of external knowledge

Documents fully understood

Sound inferences drawn from evidence

All evidence clearly related to the thesis

All corroboration/contra-

diction between sources noted

Reliability of documents fully evaluated

Validity of arguments fully evaluated

Expression fluent, mechanics sound
	Average

Confused thesis, or implied, or only in conclusion
Only one side addressed

Only part of the available evidence used

Some use of external knowledge

Documents partly understood

Few, or invalid, inferences drawn, or only implied
Some relation of evidence to the thesis

Some corroboration/contra-

diction noted

Reliability of documents partly evaluated

Validity of arguments partly evaluated

Expression limited, mechanics flawed
	Poor

No thesis

Off topic

Virtually none of the evidence used

No external knowledge used

Documents not understood
No inferences, or totally invalid inferences drawn

No relation of evidence to thesis. Mainly summary

No corroboration/contra-

diction noted

Reliability of documents not evaluated

Validity of arguments not evaluated

Expression poor, mechanics weak



